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(54) Ink-Jet recording head 

(57) An ink-jet recording head has nozzles capable 
of independent ejection and being arranged in high den- 
sity, in which strength is high; fabricating yield is high, a 
cost is reduced, ejection efficiency is high, and ejection 
repeating frequency is high. In this ink-jet recording 
head, there are two-dimensionally arranged units, in 
each of which an ink pressure chamber (3), a partition 
wall (4) serving as a driving portion, a pressure buffer 
chamber (5) and a fixed wall (6) are arranged in the 
same direction. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . Field of the Invention 5 

[0001] The present invention relates to an ink-jet 
recording head for use in an ink-jet printer for recording 
and imaging characters, graphics, images or the like on 
a recording medium. 

2. Related art of The Invention 

[0002] In recent years, personal computers have 
been pervasive in the multimedia information society, 
and accordingly, demands for printers have greatly 
grown. Particularly, the market of an ink-jet printer is 
being expanded, since the ink-jet printer can provide a 
color printout of high quality at a reduced cost. 
[0003] The ink-jet printer includes various systems: 
a system in which mechanical vibration is converted into 
a pressure wave of ink by the use of a piezoelectric ele- 
ment so as to eject ink droplets; a system in which ink is 
abruptly heated to generate bubbles, a pressure wave 
of which ejects ink droplets; and a system in which elec- 
trostatic force attracts ink so as to allow the ink to spat- 
ter. Among these systems, the system using the 
piezoelectric element has come to widespread attention 
while a method for fabricating the piezoelectric element 
has progressed. 

[0004] There has been proposed an ink-jet record- 
ing head having the configuration shown in FIG. 17 (for 
example, see Japanese Patent Laid-open No. Hei 2- 
3311). Here, the directions of a length, a width and a 
thickness are defined as shown in FIG. 17. 
[0005] In the ink-jet recording head 101, pressure 
chambers 106 and cavities 108 are alternately arranged 
in a piezoelectric ceramics material 102 with a pair of 
driving electrodes 103 interposed therebetween. Ink 
supplied from an ink supplying portion 104 to the pres- 
sure chamber 106 through an ink introducing portion 
105 is ejected from a nozzle hole 107. 
[0006] In the ink-jet recording head having the 
above-described configuration, a voltage is applied to 
the driving electrode 103 interposed between the pres- 
sure chamber 106 and the cavity 108, thereby deform- 
ing the piezoelectric ceramics material. Ejection energy 
generated in this way can be propagated only to the 
pressure chamber adjacent to the deformed piezoelec- 
tric ceramics material, so that ink droplets can be simul- 
taneously ejected from the adjacent nozzle. 
[0007] Consequently, it is possible to independently 
control ejection of the ink from the nozzles, and further, 
to provide the ink-jet recording head in which the noz- 
zles are arranged at a narrow pitch. 
[0008] However, in the conventional ink-jet record- 
ing head as shown in FIG. 17, it is necessary to effi- 
ciently deform the piezoelectric ceramics material at the 



2 

portion including the driving electrode in order to eject 
the ink and to thin the piezoelectric ceramics material 
between the pressure chamber 106 and the cavity 108 
very much. 

[0009] Therefore, there has arisen a problem that 
the piezoelectric ceramics material is weak from the 
structural viewpoint, thereby reducing the strength of 
the ink-jet recording head. This problem induces the dif- 
ficulty of handling at the time of fabrication, with an 
attendant problem of reduced yield. 
[0010] Moreover, in the structure of the conven- 
tional ink-jet recording head as shown in FIG. 17, it is 
necessary to deform two partition walls serving as driv- 
ing portions (the piezoelectric ceramics portions includ- 
ing the driving electrodes) in order to eject the ink from 
one nozzle. Since at least two electrodes need be dis- 
posed at one partition wall serving as the driving por- 
tion, four electrodes in total are needed for one pressure 
chamber, i.e., for one nozzle. Expensive metal such as 
silver, palladium or platinum is used as the material of 
the electrode, thereby raising the problem of an 
increase in cost of the ink-jet recording head. Moreover, 
the increased number of electrodes induces problems 
that the number of connections to outside driving cir- 
cuits is increased or that a narrow pitch makes connec- 
tion to an outside circuit difficult. 
[0011] Furthermore, with the above-described 
structure, the pressure chamber to be filled with the ink 
is constituted of mainly the thin piezoelectric ceramics 
material. Therefore, the rigidity of the pressure chamber 
becomes low. Part of the deformation energy generated 
at the piezoelectric ceramics material including the driv- 
ing electrode is used to deform the wall of the pressure 
chamber, thereby raising a problem that efficiency of 
conversion into the ink ejecting energy becomes low. 
[0012] Furthermore, if the rigidity of the wall defin- 
ing the pressure chamber is low, the resonance fre- 
quency of the pressure chamber becomes low. 
Therefore, the ejection repeating frequency cannot be 
made high, thereby raising a problem of slow drawing. 
[0013] Additionally, since the dimension of the pie- 
zoelectric ceramics material including the driving elec- 
trode markedly affects directly vibration characteristics 
in the ink-jet recording head, a slight error at the time of 
fabrication affects ejection characteristics, thereby rais- 
ing a problem that ejection uniformity of the plurality of 
nozzles is deteriorated so as to degrade the quality of 
an image. 



[0014] The present invention has been accom- 
plished in an attempt to solve the above-described prob- 
lems experienced by the conventional ink-jet recording 
head. An object of the present invention is to provide an 
ink-jet recording head in which the strength is high, fab- 
ricating yield is high and energy converting efficiency is 
high. 



15 



20 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



50 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



2 



: <EP 1013428A2I > 



3 



EP1 013 428 A2 



4 



[0015] Furthermore, another object of the present 
invention is to provide an ink-jet recording head having 
the nozzle arranging structure capable of forming an 
image of high quality at high speed in the case where 
numerous nozzles are aligned in two dimensions. 5 
[0016] An ink-jet recording head of the present 
invention (corresponding to claim 1) comprises at least 
one piezoelectric block (A) having an ink pressure 
chamber communicating with a nozzle for ejecting ink to 
be supplied from an ink introducing portion, a partition io 
well serving as a driving portion including a piezoelec- 
' trie element and at least two electrodes for driving said 
piezoelectric element, a pressure buffer chamber, and a 
fixed wall, 

wherein piezoelectric block (A) is configured 15 
such that said ink pressure chamber, said partition wall 
serving as the driving portion and said pressure buffer 
chamber are arranged in this order in the same direc- 
tion, and 

said fixed wall is disposed adjacent to said ink 20 
pressure chamber and/or said pressure buffer chamber 
in reference to said the same direction. 
[0017] An ink-jet recording head of the present 
invention (corresponding to claim 3) comprises at least 
one piezoelectric block (B) having an ink pressure 25 
chamber communicating with nozzles for ejecting ink to 
be supplied from an ink introducing portion, partition 
walls serving as driving portions including piezoelectric 
elements and at least two electrodes for driving said 
piezoelectric elements, a pressure buffer chamber, and 30 
fixed walls, 

wherein said piezoelectric block (B) is configured 
such that a first ink pressure chamber, a first partition 
wall serving as a driving portion, said pressure buffer 
chamber, a second partition wall serving as a driving 35 
portion, and a second ink pressure chamber are 
arranged in the same direction, 

said fixed walls being disposed adjacent to said 
first ink pressure chamber and said second ink pressure 
chamber in reference to said the same direction. 40 
[0018] An ink-jet recording head of the present 
invention (corresponding to claim 4) comprises: 

at least one piezoelectric block (A) having an ink 
pressure chamber (A) communicating with a nozzle 45 
(A) for ejecting ink to be supplied from an ink intro- 
ducing portion, a partition wall (A) serving as a driv- 
ing portion including a piezoelectric element (A) 
and at least two electrodes (A) for driving said pie- 
zoelectric element (A), a pressure buffer chamber so 
(A), and a fixed wall (A); and 
at least one piezoelectric block (B) having ink pres-. 
sure chambers (B) communicating with nozzles (B) 
for ejecting ink to be supplied from an ink introduc- 
ing portion, partition walls (B) serving as driving 55 
portions including piezoelectric elements (B) and at 
least two electrodes (B) for driving said piezoelec- 
tric elements (B), a pressure buffer chamber (B), 



and fixed walls (B), 

wherein said piezoelectric block (A) is configured 
such that said ink pressure chamber (A), said parti- 
tion wall (A) serving as the driving portion and said 
pressure buffer chamber (A) are arranged in this 
order in the same direction, 

said fixed wall (A) is disposed adjacent to said ink 
pressure chamber (A) and/or said pressure buffer 
chamber (A) in reference to said the same direc- 
tion, 

said piezoelectric block (B) is configured such that 
a first ink pressure chamber (B), a first partition wall 
(B) serving as a driving portion, said pressure 
buffer chamber (B), a second partition wall (B) serv- 
ing as a driving portion, and a second ink pressure 
chamber (B) are arranged in the same direction, 
and 

said fixed wails (B) is disposed adjacent to said first 
ink pressure chamber (B) and said second ink pres- 
sure chamber (B) in reference to said the same 
direction. 

[0019] As described above, according to the 
present invention, it is possible to provide the ink-jet 
recording head in which the structural strength is high, 
the durability is excellent, the low-voltage driving can be 
achieved owing to the high energy using efficiency, the 
high-frequency ejection can be achieved owing to the 
high rigidity of the pressure chamber, the printing of 
high quality can be achieved by the uniform ejection, the 
image can be formed at high resolution, and the cost 
can be reduced. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0020] 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing an ink-jet 
recording head fabricated as one preferred embod- 
iment according to the present invention. 
FIGS. 2(a), 2(b) and 2(c) are cross-sectional views 
showing an ink-jet recording head fabricated as 
another preferred embodiment according to the 
present invention. 

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view showing a method 
for operating the ink-jet recording head of FIG. 1 . 
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view showing an ink-jet 
recording head fabricated as another preferred 
embodiment according to the present invention. 
FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view showing an ink-jet 
recording head fabricated as another preferred 
embodiment according to the present invention. 
FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view showing an ink-jet 
recording head fabricated as another preferred 
embodiment according to the present invention. 
FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view showing essential 
parts of an ink-jet recording head fabricated as 
another preferred embodiment according to the 
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present invention. 

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view showing essential 
parts of an ink-jet recording head fabricated as 
another preferred embodiment according to the 
present invention. s 
FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view showing essential 
parts of an ink-jet recording head fabricated as 
another preferred embodiment according to the 
present invention. 

FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view showing essential io 
parts of an ink-jet recording head fabricated as 
another preferred embodiment according to the 
present invention. 

FIG. 1 1 is a cross-sectional view showing essential 
parts of an ink-jet recording head fabricated as 15 
another preferred embodiment according to the 
present invention. 

FIG. 12 is a cross-sectional view showing essential 
parts of an ink-jet recording head fabricated as 
another preferred embodiment according to the 20 
present invention. 

FIGS. 13(a) and 13(b) are cross-sectional views 
showing essential parts of an ink-jet recording head 
fabricated as another preferred embodiment 
according to the present invention. 25 
FIGS. 14(a) and 14(b) are cross-sectional views 
showing essential parts of an ink-jet recording head 
fabricated as another preferred embodiment 
according to the present invention. 
FIG. 15 is a perspective view showing essential 30 
parts of an ink-jet recording head fabricated as 
another preferred embodiment according to the 
present invention. 

FIGS. 16(a) and 16(b) are views showing a nozzle 
part of an ink-jet recording head fabricated as 35 
another preferred embodiment according to the 
present invention. 

FIG. 1 7 is a cross-sectional view showing an ink-jet 
recording head in the prior art. 

40 

Description of Symbols 
[0021] 

1 Ink-jet recording head 45 
2, 12, 22, 32, 42, 52 Piezoelectric block 

3 Ink pressure chamber 

3a First ink pressure chamber 
3b Second ink pressure chamber 

4 Partition wall serving as driving portion so 
4a First partition wall serving as driving portion 

4b Second partition wall serving as driving portion 

5 Pressure buffer chamber 

6 Fixed wall 

7. 7a, 7b, 17a, 17b, 17c. 27a, 27b, 27c. 37a. 37b, 55 
37c. 47a, 47b, 47c. 47d, 47e. 57a. 57b, 67a, 67b. 
77a. 77b, 77c. 77d Electrode 
8 Nozzle 



9 Nozzle plate 

10 Ink introducing portion 

14a. 24a. 24b, 34a. 34b. 44a, 44b. 44c. 54a. 54b, 
64a. 64b Driving portion 
14b, 24c Restricting portion 

101 Ink-jet head 

102 Piezoelectric ceramics material 

103 Driving electrode 

104 Ink supplying portion 

105 Ink introducing portion 

106 Pressure chamber 

107 Nozzle hole 

108 Cavity 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0022] The piezoelectric block configuring the ink- 
jet recording head according to the present invention 
comprises: the ink pressure chamber communicating 
with the nozzle for ejecting the ink supplied; the partition 
wall serving as the driving portion having the piezoelec- 
tric element and the electrodes for driving the piezoelec- 
tric element; and the pressure buffer chamber which is 
not full of the ink, wherein the ink pressure chamber and 
the pressure buffer chamber are arranged in the same 
direction with the partition wall serving as the driving 
portion interposed therebetween. (The following 
description corresponds to claims 1 and 3.) 
[0023] The arrangements of an ink pressure cham- 
ber, a partition wall serving as a driving portion, a pres- 
sure buffer chamber and a fixed wall in a piezoelectric 
block include the mode in which a fixed wall, an ink 
pressure chamber, a partition wall serving as a driving 
portion and a pressure buffer chamber are arranged in 
this order adjacently to each other in the same direction 
(hereinafter, this mode of piezoelectric block will be 
referred to as a piezoelectric block (A)); and the mode in 
which a piezoelectric block is composed of two ink pres- 
sure chambers, two partition walls serving as driving 
portions, one pressure buffer chamber and one fixed 
wall, wherein the fixed wall, the first ink pressure cham- 
ber, the first partition wall serving as the driving portion, 
the pressure buffer chamber, the second partition wall 
serving as the driving portion and the second ink pres- 
sure chamber are arranged in this order in the same 
direction (hereinafter, this mode of piezoelectric block 
will be referred to as a piezoelectric block (B)). 
[0024] Here, FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing 
one example of an ink-jet recording head, in which a 
plurality of piezoelectric blocks are arranged in the 
same direction as those of ink pressure chambers and 
pressure buffer chambers. In FIG. 1. in the ink-jet 
recording head 1. piezoelectric blocks 2, each of which 
includes a fixed wall 6, an ink pressure chamber 3, a 
partition wall 4 serving as a driving portion having elec- 
trodes 7 and a pressure buffer chamber 5 are arranged 
in this order in the same direction, are arranged in the 
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same direction as the arranging direction of the ink 
pressure chamber and the pressure buffer chamber. 
[0025] To the front surfaces of the piezoelectric 
blocks 2 is welded a nozzle plate 9 having nozzles 8 fac- 
ing the openings of the ink pressure chambers 3, 5 
respectively. At the back surfaces of the piezoelectric 
blocks 2 is formed an ink introducing portion 10. Fur- 
thermore, as shown in FIG. 1, the aligning direction of 
the nozzles is defined as a thickness direction; a direc- 
tion perpendicular to the thickness direction with w 
respect to the plane of the nozzle plate is defined as a 
*■ width direction; and a direction perpendicular to the 
thickness and width directions is defined as a length 
direction. 

" [0026] The ink-jet recording head having numerous is 
nozzles can print or draw an image at high speed. Con- 
sequently, it is preferable that the ink-jet recording head 
having numerous nozzles should be configured by 
arranging the plurality of piezoelectric blocks (A) or (B) 
in the same direction as the arranging direction of the 20 
ink pressure chamber and the pressure buffer chamber 
(i.e., the thickness direction), in the direction perpendic- 
ular to the arranging direction of the ink pressure cham- 
ber and the pressure buffer chamber and perpendicular 
to the longitudinal direction of the ink pressure chamber 25 
(i.e., the width direction), or in both the thickness and 
the width directions. 

[0027] At this case, the ink-jet recording head may 
be configured by arranging either one kind of or both 
kinds of piezoelectric blocks (A) and the piezoelectric 30 
blocks (B). 

(The following description corresponds to claim 5.) 

[0028] In the case where the piezoelectric blocks 35 
(A) and (B) are block moldings integrally molded by bak- 
ing powder including piezoelectric material, such 
advantages can be produced that assembling work is 
unnecessary so as to reduce the number of processes, 
that no adhesion is necessary so as to easily form a 40 
predetermined shape without any consideration of 
dimension of an adhesive layer, and that the rigidity of 
the entire ink-jet recording head inclusive of the ink 
pressure chamber or the partition wall serving as the 
driving portion can be enhanced. 45 
[0029] In particular, in the case where the portion 
welded to the wall in the width direction of the partition 
wall serving as the driving portion is molded integrally 
with piezoelectric ceramics, such advantages can be 
produced that efficiency of conversion of distortion of so 
the driving portion into the flexure of the partition wall 
serving as the driving portion can be enhanced, that 
since there is no adhesive portion liable to markedly 
affect deformation characteristics, vibration characteris- 
tics of the plurality of partition walls serving as the driv- 55 
ing portions can be made constant with ease. 
[0030] Moreover, since there is no adhesive portion 
on the walls defining the ink pressure chamber so that 



the rigidity of the ink pressure chamber becomes high, 
ejection efficiency and ejection frequency become 
higher. 

(The following description corresponds to claim 6.) 

[0031 ] It is preferable that the integrally molded pie- 
zoelectric block should be prepared by kneading the 
powder of piezoelectric material with a binder such as a 
resin, so as to mold sheets, followed by baking a lami- 
nation formed by laminating and press-fitting the 
sheets. 

[0032] Since the sheet-like piezoelectric material 
can be easily thinned, it is easy to increase the density 
of the nozzle alignment in the thickness direction, and 
further, the sheet including the powder of piezoelectric 
material before sintering can be easily processed, and 
therefore, can be easily fabricated, so that yield can be 
enhanced. 

[0033] The piezoelectric block is made of material 
having a piezoelectric property, and is made of piezoe- 
lectric ceramics or piezoelectric single crystal. Exam- 
ples of the piezoelectric ceramics include lead zirconate 
titanate, barium titanate, lead titanate or the like. Exam- 
ples of piezoelectric single crystal include quartz, lith- 
ium niobate, monocrystalline lead zirconate titanate or 
the like. 

(The following description corresponds to claim 10.) 

[0034] In the case where the ink-jet recording head 
comprises two or more piezoelectric blocks, there are 
shown below modes of formation of the assembly of the 
piezoelectric blocks. In one mode, the piezoelectric 
blocks are not welded to each other but arranged inde- 
pendently of each other; and in the other mode, the pie- 
zoelectric blocks are welded to each other to form the 
assembly. 

[0035] In order to not weld the piezoelectric blocks 
to each other but arrange them independently of each 
other, for example, there is a method for f ixingly welding 
the plurality of piezoelectric blocks one by one to the 
nozzle plate or the ink introducing portion. Otherwise, 
there is a method for arranging some of the piezoelec- 
tric blocks and surrounding them with a frame or the 
like, and then, tightly fixing the arranged piezoelectric 
blocks with the frame. 

[0036] These methods are preferable since the 
assembled piezoelectric block can be processed again 
if the interval between the ink pressure chambers is 
deviated in the once assembled ink-jet recording head. 

(The following description corresponds to claims 8 and 
9.) 

[0037] In the meantime, in case of formation of the 
ink-jet recording head comprising the assembly of the 
piezoelectric blocks welded to each other, the piezoe- 
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lectric blocks are bonded to each other via an adhesive 
made of epoxy or the like. 

[0038] In order to provide the piezoelectric blocks 
welded by sintering, it is preferable that a lamination 
made of a sheet should be molded by kneading piezoe- 
lectric material powder with a binder, followed by bak- 
ing. 

[0039] Here, in the assembly of the piezoelectric 
blocks, the piezoelectric blocks are arranged in a plate 
form in the thickness or width direction or are arranged 
in a block form in the thickness and width directions; or 
the piezoelectric blocks are stepwise configured by 
arranging four piezoelectric blocks at a first step, three 
at a second step, and two at a third step. 

(The following description corresponds to claims 1 1 and 
12.) 

[0040] The assemblies of the piezoelectric blocks 
may not be welded to each other but may be arranged 
independently of each other, or may be welded to each 
other via an adhesive. There are various modes of the 
arrangement of the assemblies of the piezoelectric 
blocks, and therefore, an optimum arrangement is 
appropriately used. For example, the assemblies of the 
piezoelectric blocks are arrayed in the thickness or 
width direction. 

(The following description corresponds to claim 13.) 

[0041] In either mode of the piezoelectric blocks (A) 
and (B), the partition wall serving as the driving portion 
is not deformed on the side opposite to the ink pressure 
chamber. Since it is unnecessary to deform such the 
fixed wall, it is possible to increase the length in the 
arranging direction of the ink pressure chamber and the 
pressure buffer chamber (hereinafter referred to as the 
thickness). Consequently, it is possible to enhance the 
strength of the piezoelectric block and the strength of 
the ink-jet recording head obtained by combining the 
piezoelectric blocks with each other. 
[0042] Furthermore, it is also possible to enhance 
the strength of the ink-jet recording head during the fab- 
ricating processes, thereby facilitating handling and 
enhancing yield. 

[0043] Moreover, the walls defining the ink pressure 
chamber become thick since the portion except the par- 
tition wall serving as the driving portion includes the 
fixed wall, so that the rigidity of the ink pressure cham- 
ber can be enhanced and mechanical energy generated 
on the partition wall serving as the driving portion can 
be converted into ejection energy without any loss so as 
to achieve the ejection at a low driving voltage. 
[0044] Additionally, since the rigidity of th walls 
defining the ink pressure chamber is high, the reso- 
nance frequency of the ink pressure chamber per se 
becomes high, thereby increasing the ejection repeat- 
ing frequency. 
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(The following description corresponds to claim 14.) 

[0045] As described above, the thickness of the 
fixed wall is preferably increased within the allowable 

5 range of the nozzle aligning density. 

[0046] When the fixed wall includes a portion firmer 
than the partition wall serving as the driving portion or 
the like, the strength of the ink-jet recording head can be 
further enhanced. For example, a plate is made of par- 

w tides of piezoelectric ceramics which are bonded (sin- 
tered) at the density higher than that at the portion 
constituting the partition wall serving as the driving por- 
tion. The ceramics plate is interposed as the fixed wall. 
At this moment, it is much preferable that the length in 

15 the width direction of the ceramics plate (hereinafter 
referred to as the width) should be greater than that of 
the ink pressure chamber and the ink buffer chamber 
since the fixed wall functions as a strut. 
[0047] A metallic plate made of stainless steel or 

20 the like may be used in place of the piezoelectric ceram- 
ics plate as described above. There may be used a 
plate, the strength of which is enhanced by mixing plat- 
inum particles with piezoelectric ceramics particles; or a 
plate which is made of ceramics having high strength 

25 such as alumina or zirconia other than the piezoelectric 
ceramics. 

(The following description corresponds to claim 1 5.) 

30 [0048] Additionally, if, for example, a hollow portion 
having substantially the same size as that of the pres- 
sure buffer chamber is formed at the fixed wall, the rigid- 
ity of the fixed wall is slightly decreased while the 
flexibility thereof is enhanced. Consequently, the tena- 

35 cious fixed wall can be formed. 

[0049] Furthermore, if a ceramics sintered plate is 
used as the fixed wall, the binder such as a resin which 
is kneaded in molding ceramics into a plate form can be 
removed with ease, thereby facilitating formation of the 

40 fixed wall without any honeycomb or crack therein. 

[0050] Here, since the ink pressure chamber is 
filled with the ink, it need be completely empty immedi- 
ately after fabrication of the ink-jet recording head. In 
the case where the ink is filled into the ink pressure 

45 chamber to be ejected from the nozzles, deformation 
energy of the partition wall serving as the driving portion 
is used only for compressing bubbles if the bubbles 
remain inside the ink pressure chamber. As a result, the 
ink cannot be ejected from the nozzles. 

so [0051] In order to fill the ink into the ink pressure 
chamber without allowing bubbles to remain therein, it is 
preferable that the inner wall of the ink pressure cham- 
ber should be provided with excellent wettability to the 
ink to be filled, or that the ink pressure chamber should 

55 be formed into a shape difficult for the bubbles to 
remain. In order to make the inside of the ink pressure 
chamber excellently wet with water ink, it is preferable 
that the inner surface of the ink pressure chamber 
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should be covered with a hydrophilic film after sintering. 
[0052] The ink pressure chamber in which no bub- 
bles remain is preferably tapered toward the ink intro- 
ducing portion and the nozzles. 

(The following description corresponds to claim 17.) 

[0053] The pressure buffer chamber functions not 
to propagate the ejection energy generated on the par- 
tition wall serving as the driving portion adjacent thereto 
to portions other than the ink pressure chamber adja- 
cent thereto. Although basically, it is preferable that the 
pressure buffer chamber should be in the state in which 
there is nothing but air, it may be filled with some mate- 
rial in order to enhance the strength of the ink-jet 
recording head. 

[0054] Examples of the material filled in the pres- 
sure buffer chamber in this case include materials hav- 
ing a great pressure buffer effect, such as foaming 
rubber or urethane foam. 

[0055] In order to enhance a pressure buffer effect, 
it is desirable that the pressure buffer chamber should 
communicate with the outside via an air inlet path. The 
pressure buffer chamber communicates with the out- 
side, thereby achieving a great pressure buffer effect. 

(The following description corresponds to claim 8.) 

[0056] In order to prevent any contamination 
caused by sucking the ink to be introduced into the ink 
pressure chamber adjacent to the pressure buffer 
chamber or the ink ejected from the nozzles, it is prefer- 
able that the pressure buffer chamber should not be 
opened on a side where the ink pressure chamber is 
opened. 

[0057] In the case where the nozzle plate is stuck, it 
is preferable that the opening of the pressure buffer 
chamber should not be located on the side where the 
ink pressure chamber is opened so as to enlarge the 
welding area between the piezoelectric block and the 
nozzle plate. Consequently, the nozzle plate can be 
easily welded with accuracy. 

[0058] In order that the opening of the pressure 
buffer chamber may not located on the side where the 
ink pressure chamber is opened, it is effective that the 
pressure buffer chamber or the ink pressure chamber is 
bent in such a manner that the pressure buffer chamber 
and the ink pressure chamber are exposed to different 
surfaces of the piezoelectric block. 
[0059] The opening of the ink pressure chamber as 
it is used as the nozzle for ejecting the ink therefrom, or 
the nozzle plate having holes communicating with the 
ink pressure chambers is stuck to the surface at which 
the ink pressure chamber is opened. 
[0060] In the case where the opening of the ink 
pressure chamber is used as the nozzle, since it is diffi- 
cult to uniformly form the plurality of fine nozzles, nor- 
mally, the nozzle plate in which the nozzles are formed 



independently is welded to the ink pressure chamber in 
such a manner that the nozzles correspond to the open- 
ings. 

[0061] The nozzle plate is made of material which 
5 has high rigidity in order to enhance the rigidity of the 
ink pressure chamber and never chemically acts with 
the ink, preferably, such as ceramics, metal or resins. 

(The following description corresponds to claim 19.) 

10 

[0062] There are various modes of arrangements of 
the electrodes for driving the piezoelectric element 
inside the partition wall serving as the driving portion. 
The portion in the partition wall serving as the driving 
15 portion at which the electrodes face each other func- 
tions as the piezoelectric element for generating the ink 
ejecting energy. 

[0063] In the case where the number of electrodes 
disposed on one partition wall serving as the driving 

20 portion is two, in one of the preferable modes of the 
arrangements of the electrodes, one of the pair of elec- 
trodes is disposed inside the partition wall serving as 
the driving portion, while the other electrode is disposed 
at the surface exposed to the ink pressure chamber or 

25 the pressure buffer chamber in the partition wall serving 
as the driving portion. 

[0064] In this way, the portion which is not inter- 
posed between the electrodes and is never distorted 
with application of a voltage (hereinafter referred to as a 
30 restricting portion) and the portion which is interposed 
between the electrodes and is distorted with application 
of the voltage (hereinafter referred to as the driving por- 
tion) are formed inside the partition wall serving as the 
driving portion, so that the flexing direction of the parti- 
es tion wall serving as the driving portion can be set 
uniquely owing to the polarity of the applied voltage and 
the polarizing direction of the driving portion, and the ink 
ejection can be freely controlled. 
[0065] Particularly, the electrode to be exposed is 
40 preferably exposed to the pressure buffer chamber. This 
is because if the electrode is exposed to the ink pres- 
sure chamber, the electrode is liable to be degraded 
due to an electrochemical reaction with the ink or a 
deposit is produced from the ink to cause clogging in the 
45 nozzle. 

(The following description corresponds to claims 21 and 
22.) 

so [0066] In the other preferable mode of the arrange- 
ment of the electrodes, one of the electrodes is dis- 
posed apart from the ink pressure chamber with a 
predetermined distance (L1), the other electrode is dis- 
posed from the pressure buffer chamber with a prede- 

55 termined distance (L2). 

[0067] With this arrangement, the electrodes are 
housed inside the ceramics so as not to be brought into 
contact with the ink. Consequently, it is preferable that 
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the electrodes cannot be separated or cannot electro- 
chemically act with the ink. In this case, since the dis- 
tances L1 and L2 are different from each other, it is 
possible to uniquely set the flexing direction of the parti- 
tion wall serving as the driving portion owing to the 
polarity of the applied voltage and the polarizing direc- 
tion of the driving portion, thereby freely controlling the 
ink ejection. 

[0068] For example, assuming that L1 > L2 in the 
case where the direction of the electric field is set in a 
direction in which the driving portion interposed 
Between the pair of electrodes is contracted, the parti- 
tion wall serving as the driving portion is flexed toward a 
direction in which the volume of the Ink pressure cham- 
ber is decreased. To the contrary, in the case where the 
portion interposed between the electrodes is expanded, 
the partition wall serving as the driving portion is flexed 
toward a direction in which the volume of the ink pres- 
sure chamber is increased. 

[0069] In this case, if the values L1 and L2 are 
approximate to each other, it is difficult that the flexure 
quantity of the partition wall serving as the driving por- 
tion becomes great. Therefore, it is preferable that the 
values L1 and L2 should be greatly different 
[0070] In particular, it is preferable that L1 > l_2. The 
ceramics between the ink pressure chamber and the 
electrode are thickened, so that the possibility of the 
contact between the ink and the electrode can be 
reduced, if anything should happen. 

(The following description corresponds to claim 23.) 

[0071] In any one of the above-described modes of 
the electrodes disposed on the partition wall serving as 
the driving portion, one or more electrodes are inter- 
posed between the pair of electrodes housed inside the 
partition wall serving as the. driving portion, thereby 
achieving the driving at a lower voltage. 
[0072] In this case, the direction of the electric field 
and the polarizing direction are set in such a manner 
that the driving portion interposed between the plurality 
of electrodes are expanded or contracted in the same 
direction. 

(The following description corresponds to claim 20.) 

[0073] In a further preferable mode of the arrange- 
ment of the electrodes, a first electrode is disposed at 
the surface exposed to the ink pressure chamber of the 
partition wall serving as the driving portion, a second 
electrode is disposed inside the partition wall serving as 
the driving portion, and a third electrode is disposed at 
the surface exposed to the pressure buffer chamber of 
the partition wall serving as the driving portion. 
[0074] In this case, there is no electrode inside the 
partition wall serving as the driving portion. Although 
only the first and third electrodes can allow the partition 
wall serving as the driving portion to be flexed, the flex- 



ing direction cannot be determined uniquely. Conse- 
quently, it is much preferable that the three electrodes 
including the above-described second electrode should 
be disposed. 

5 [0075] With this arrangement of the electrodes, the 
partition walls serving as the driving portions bisected 
by the second electrode can be controlled to be 
expanded or contracted in directions opposite to each 
other, or to be expanded or contracted in different quan- 

w tities in the same direction. Consequently, it is possible 
to uniquely set the flexing direction of the partition wall 
serving as the driving portion, so as to freely control the 
ink ejection. 

[0076] In the case where the partition walls serving 
15 as the driving portions bisected by the second electrode 
are expanded or contracted in directions opposite to 
each other, the polarity of the voltage between the elec- 
trodes and the polarizing directions of the driving por- 
tions are controlled in such a manner that, for example, 
20 the portion (a first driving portion) interposed between 
the first electrode and the second electrode is 
expanded, while the portion (a second driving portion) 
interposed between the second electrode and the third 
electrode is contracted, the partition walls serving as 
25 the driving portions are flexed toward the ink pressure 
chamber so as to eject the ink. 

[0077] It is possible to achieve great flexure at a 
voltage lower than that in the case where only the first 
driving portion is expanded or where only the second 
30 driving portion is contracted, so that the ink can be effi- 
ciently ejected. 

[0078] In the case where the partition walls serving 
as the driving portions bisected by the second electrode 
are expanded in the same direction, for example, an 
35 expansion quantity of the first driving portion in contact 
with the ink pressure chamber is made greater than that 
of the second driving portion in contact with the pres- 
sure buffer chamber. 

[0079] The directions of the voltages to be applied 
40 to the first and second driving portions and the polariz- 
ing directions are set in such a manner that the first and 
second driving portions are expanded at the same time. 
The strength of the electric field to be applied to the first 
driving portion is set to be greater than that of the elec- 
ts trie field to be applied to the second driving portion, so 
that the partition walls serving as the driving portions 
are flexed toward the pressure chamber, thereby eject- 
ing the ink. 

[0080] In the same manner, the direction and 
so strength of the electric field are set appropriately in the 
case where the first and second driving portions are 
contracted at the same time, thereby ejecting the ink. 

(The following description corresponds to claim 23.) 

55 

[0081] Similarly in this mode of the arrangement of 
the electrodes, one or more electrodes may be inter- 
posed between the electrodes facing each other. In this 
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case, the direction of the electric field and the polarizing 
direction are set in such a manner that the driving por- 
tion nearest the ink pressure chamber and the driving 
portion most nearest from the pressure buffer chamber 
are expanded or contracted in directions opposite to 
each other. 

[0082] The driving portions partitioned by the elec- 
trode disposed inside the partition wall serving as the 
driving portion may be expanded or contracted in any 
direction or may not be expanded or contracted. It is 
much preferable that the direction of the electric field 

• and the polarizing direction should be set in such a 
manner that the electrode is disposed at the center of 
the partition wall serving as the driving portion, and that 

- the partition walls serving as the driving portions parti- 
tioned via the center electrode are deformed in the 
directions opposite to each other. Also in this case, the 
most efficient ink ejection can be achieved. 

(Th following description corresponds to claim 27.) 

[0083] In the case where out of the electrodes 
arranged on the partition wall serving as the driving por- 
tion, the electrode exposed to the ink pressure chamber 
is grounded, no current flows in the ink by the applied 
voltage. Therefore, it is possible to prevent any occur- 
rence of a problem such as exhaustion of the electrode 
or deposition of a dye caused by an electrochemical 
reaction generated when a current flows. 

(The following description corresponds to claim 18.) 

[0084] Furthermore, when all of the electrodes have 
mesh-like structure, the adjacent piezoelectric elements 
having the electrode interposed therebetween can be 
welded to each other through the mesh of the electrode, 
so as to further enhance the strength of the ink-jet 
recording head. 

[0085] Also in the case of the electrode exposed to 
the ink pressure chamber or the pressure buffer cham- 
ber, it is possible to preferably alleviate distortion due to 
the difference in contraction ratio between the electrode 
and the piezoelectric ceramics at the time of sintering. 
[0086] In order to form the electrode into a mesh 
shape, a mesh-like pattern is formed on a metal plate or 
a metal thin film, paste including an appropriately 
adjusted quantity of metal is printed in a predetermined 
thickness into a mesh shape at the time of sintering, or 
paste including particulate piezoelectric material mixed 
with electrode material is prepared and printed, or 
printed in a mesh form. 

[0087] The electrode is made of material excellent 
in electric conductivity such as metal. Examples of usa- 
ble metal include silver, palladium, gold and platinum. 
[0088] In the ink-jet recording head having the 
above-described configuration, the partition wall serv- 
ing as the driving portion distorted with application of 
the voltage between the electrodes ranges within the 
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driving portion at which the electrodes face each other, 
wherein the partition wall serving as the driving portion 
is flexed by the distortion. 

[0089] A quantity of the ink ejected from the nozzle 
5 is determined by a quantity of volumetric change gener- 
ated by the flexure of the partition wall serving as the 
driving portion toward the ink pressure chamber. There- 
fore, it is preferable that the width at the portion at which 
the electrodes disposed on the partition wall serving as 
io the driving portion face each other should become uni- 
form at any portion of the partition wall serving as the 
driving portion. 

[0090] In this manner, it is possible to make uniform 
a quantity of volumetric change of each of the ink pres- 
15 sure chambers, thereby achieving a uniform ink ejection 
quantity so as to draw an image of high quality. 

(The following description corresponds to claim 28.) 

20 [0091] Particularly, if the width of the portion at 
which the electrodes face each other is smaller than 
that of the portion at which the ink pressure chamber 
and the pressure buffer chamber face each other, the 
root of the beam structure on the partition wall serving 

25 as the driving portion cannot be markedly either 
deformed or moved. Consequently, the distortion gener- 
ated between the electrodes on the partition wall serv- 
ing as the driving portion can be converted into the 
flexure on the partition wall serving as the driving por- 

30 tion without any loss, thereby making the volumetric 
change in the ink pressure chamber. 

(The following description corresponds to claim 29.) 

35 [0092] If the width of one of the pair of electrodes on 
the partition wall serving as the driving portion is greater 
than that of the adjacent electrode, the width at the por- 
tion of the partition wall serving as the driving portion 
with application of the voltage is not changed even if the 

40 electrodes facing each other are slightly shifted in the 
width direction for a fabrication reason. Consequently, a 
distortion quantity of the driving portion, i.e., a flexure 
quantity of the partition wall serving as the driving por- 
tion becomes constant, thus making the quantity of the 

45 ink to be ejected from the nozzle uniform. 

(The following description corresponds to claims 30 and 
31.) 

so [0093] At this time, if one of the electrodes is 
included in the portion at which the ink pressure cham- 
ber and the pressure buffer chamber face each other 
and the other electrode is allowed to split the portion at 
which the ink pressure chamber and the pressure buffer 
55 chamber face each other, it is possible to provide the 
structure in which the ejection efficiency and the effect 
of ejection uniformity are easily achieved. 
[0094] Moreover, if the thickness of the splitting 
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electrode is greater than that of the adjacent electrode, 
the effect of the strut is further improved, thereby 
increasing the strength of the partition wall serving as 
the driving portion. 

(The following description corresponds to claim 32.) 

[0095] The portion at which the ink pressure cham- 
ber and the pressure buffer chamber face each other is 
the portion of the partition wall serving as the driving 
portion for generating flexure and substantially produc- 
ing the volumetric change in the ink pressure chamber 
so as to eject the ink. If the width of the portion at which 
the ink pressure chamber and the pressure buffer 
chamber face each other is equal at any part of the par- 
tition walls serving as the driving portions, the vibration 
characteristics of the plurality of partition walls serving 
as the driving portions become uniform, so that the ink 
ejected from the plurality of nozzles can become uni- 
form, thus drawing an image of high quality. 
[0096] At this moment, if the width between the ink 
pressure chamber and the pressure buffer chamber 
which are adjacent to each other is different, a smaller 
one of the widths of the ink pressure chamber and the 
pressure buffer chamber becomes a width at the portion 
at which the ink pressure chamber and the pressure 
buffer chamber face each other even if either one of the 
ink pressure chamber and the pressure buffer chamber 
is slightly shifted in the width direction for a fabrication 
reason, thereby preventing any change in width of the 
beam which generates flexure of the partition wall serv- 
ing as the driving portion. 

[0097] If the distance between the nozzles commu- 
nicating with the adjacent ink pressure chambers is con- 
stant in the thickness or width direction, the ink-jet 
recording head or an object to be printed (for example, 
a sheet of paper) in drawing can be moved at a constant 
speed or step, so that it is possible to simplify a mecha- 
nism for moving the ink-jet recording head and the 
object to be printed, or a scanning method. 
[0098] In an ink-jet printer, the ink-jet recording 
head and the object to be printed (for example, a sheet 
of paper) are moved perpendicularly to each other at 
the time of drawing. In the ink-jet recording head in 
which the nozzles are aligned in the moving direction of 
the ink-jet recording head (a main scanning direction) 
and the m arrays of the nozzles aligned in the main 
scanning direction are arranged in a moving direction of 
the object to be printed (a sub-scanning direction), it is 
preferable that all the nozzles should be aligned without 
any mutual overlapping in the case of projection in the 
sub-scanning direction. 

(The following description corresponds to claims 1 and 
3) 

[0099] In this manner, it is possible to virtually 
enhance the nozzle aligning density so as to draw an 



image of high quality. 

[0100] This can be achieved if X < P/m , wherein X 
represents a deviation in the main scanning direction of 
one nozzle in an arbitrary nozzle array from another 

5 nozzle in a nozzle array nearest in the main scanning 
direction, and P represents a pitch between the adja- 
cent nozzles in one nozzle array. In the ink-jet recording 
head configured in this way, it is possible to align the 
nozzles projected in the sub-scanning direction at the 

10 highest aligning density. Consequently, it is possible to 
provide the ink-jet recording head capable of drawing an 
image of high quality. 

[01 01] At this moment, the nozzle aligning direction 
may be the same as or different from the arranging 

15 direction of the ink pressure chamber and the pressure 
buffer chamber: in the case of the same direction, it is 
preferable that the ink pressure chamber and the noz- 
zles should be easily positioned, thereby securing the 
welding to the nozzle plate. However, in the case where 

20 the interval between the ink pressure chambers is 
slightly deviated from the interval between the nozzles 
caused by an error in view of fabrication, the nozzle 
aligning direction is deviated with an angle from the 
arranging direction of the ink pressure chamber and the 

25 pressure buffer chamber, so that all the nozzles can be 
aligned within the opening surfaces of the ink pressure 
chambers, thereby absorbing the error in view of fabri- 
cation. 

30 (The following description corresponds to claim 35.) 

[0102] Moreover, it is necessary to timewise delay 
an ink ejecting timing by the distance between the first 
alignment of the nozzles and the alignment of the noz- 

35 zles adjacent to the first alignment of the nozzles. 

[0103] Normally, the delayed timing is adjusted by 
changing the number of pulses in reference to a pulse 
signal corresponding to a recording resolution. 
[0104] As to the recording resolution, since the 

40 same resolution is normally selected in the vertical and 
horizontal directions of the recording medium, the 
above mentioned deviation (X) determines the record- 
ing resolution. 

[0105] If the distance in the sub-scanning direction 
45 between the first alignment of the nozzles and the sec- 
ond alignment of the nozzles adjacent to the first align- 
ment of the nozzles is a multiple of the deviation (X) 
between the nozzles in the adjacent nozzle alignments, 
the ejecting timings of the nozzle alignments can be 
so allowed to accord with each other in reference to the 
pulse corresponding to the recording resolution. 
[0106] The present invention will be described 
below in more detail in reference to the accompanying 
drawings. 

55 

(First Embodiment) 

[01 07] A first embodiment according to the present 
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invention will be described in reference to FIG. 1 which 
has been already referred to. The ink introducing por- 
tion 10 shown in FIG. 1 is partitioned into the same 
number as that of colors of inks. 

[0108] The ink introducing portion 10 is integrally 5 
fabricated inside the piezoelectric block 2. Otherwise, 
the ink introducing portion 10 is fabricated separately 
from the piezoelectric block 2, and then, welded to the 
piezoelectric block 2. 

[0109] The ink-jet recording head shown in FIG. 1 10 
comprises a piezoelectric block 2 of the structure in 

"* which a fixed wall 6, an ink pressure chamber 3, a parti- 
tion wall 4 serving as a driving portion having electrodes 
7, and a pressure buffer chamber 5 are arranged in the 

- same direction. The piezoelectric block configured in is 
this way is referred to as a piezoelectric block (A). In this 
piezoelectric block, for example, piezoelectric ceramics 
powder is mixed with a binder, the resultant mixture is 
filled into a mold having a desired shape, and then, is 
removed from the mold, followed by baking. Alterna- 20 
tively, a die is molded with a burnable resin, thereby pro- 
viding a piezoelectric block which is sintered by baking 
integrally with the mold. 

[0110] In another fabricating method, the ink-jet 
recording head can be fabricated by a method for lami- 25 
nating piezoelectric ceramics green sheets. 
[0111] On a fixed wall sheet, for example, are 
repeatedly laminated in a predetermined order a pres- 
sure chamber sheet in which a cavity for a pressure 
chamber corresponding to an ink pressure chamber is 30 
formed on a fixed wall sheet, a partition wall sheet serv- 
ing as a driving portion in which electrodes are disposed 
by printing or transferring, and a pressure buffer cham- 
ber sheet in which a cavity for a pressure buffer cham- 
ber corresponding to a pressure buffer chamber is 35 
formed (this process is repeated five times in fabricating 
the ink-jet recording head shown in FIG. 1). 
[01 1 2] The sheets are bonded by heat or pressure, 
if necessary, followed by integrally baking, thereby pro- 
viding the assembly of the piezoelectric blocks. A nozzle 40 
plate and an ink introducing portion, if necessary, are 
welded to the assembly of the piezoelectric blocks. 
[0113] Although in FIG. 1 one array of piezoelectric 
blocks is arranged in the thickness direction so as to 
provide the ink-jet recording head, one array of piezoe- 45 
lectric blocks may be arranged only in the width direc- 
tion, as shown in FIG. 2(a), the same number of arrays 
of piezoelectric blocks may be arranged in the thickness 
and width directions, as shown in FIG. 2(b), or the pie- 
zoelectric blocks may be arranged stepwise in the thick- so 
ness and width directions, as shown in FIG. 2(c). 
Consequently, it is possible to increase the numbers of 
ink pressure chambers and nozzles communicating 
with the ink pressure chambers within a predetermined 
range, thereby producing the effect of an increase in 55 
drawing speed. 

[0114] The ink-jet recording head composed of the 
plurality of piezoelectric blocks can be fabricated by 



integrally sintering ceramics, bonding the plurality of 
sintered piezoelectric blocks to each other via an adhe- 
sive, welding the piezoelectric blocks to the nozzle plate 
or the ink introducing portion in a predetermined order, 
or arranging the plurality of piezoelectric blocks so as to 
fix them as a whole via a frame. 
[0115] One example of operation of the ink-jet 
recording head such configured as described above will 
be explained in reference to FIG. 3. 
[0116] When a voltage is applied between elec- 
trodes 1 7a and 17b in such a manner that a driving por- 
tion 14a held between the electrodes 17a and 17b is 
contracted in a width direction, a partition wall 4 serving 
as the driving portion is flexed to be expanded leftward, 
as shown in FIG. 3, due to a difference in distortion 
between the driving portion 14a and a restricting portion 
14b since the restricting portion 14b not held between 
the electrodes 17a and 17b is not deformed, thereby 
reducing the volume of an ink pressure chamber 3. At 
this time, the ink filled in the ink pressure chamber 3 is 
pressed away by a quantity equivalent to the flexing 
deformation of the partition wall 4 serving as the driving 
portion, to be thus ejected from a nozzle 8 communicat- 
ing with the ink pressure chamber. 
[0117] Thereafter, when the voltage application is 
released, the partition wall serving as the driving portion 
is returned to the original position. At this moment, the 
inside of the ink pressure chamber comes into a vac- 
uum by the quantity of the volume of the ink to be 
ejected in comparison with the atmospheric pressure, 
thereby generating force for sucking gas and liquid 
through the nozzle of the ink pressure chamber and the 
ink introducing portion. 

[01 18] However, outside gas can be prevented from 
intruding into the ink pressure chamber owing to the 
surface tension of the ink at the nozzle on the side of the 
ejection nozzle. With this effect, it is possible to eject the 
ink next time without any intrusion of bubbles into the ink 
pressure chamber through the nozzle. 
[0119] If the bubbles intrude into the ink pressure 
chamber, the flexure energy of the partition wall serving 
as the driving portion is used to compress the bubbles, 
resulting in impossibility of ink ejection. In the mean- 
time, the ink by the quantity to be ejected from the noz- 
zle is introduced into the ink pressure chamber from the 
ink introducing portion, thereby making next ink ejection 
possible. 

[0120] In this way, the flexing direction of the parti- 
tion wall 4 serving as the driving portion can be set 
uniquely based upon the polarity of the voltage to be 
applied to the electrodes 1 7a and 1 7b and the polariz- 
ing direction of the driving portion 14a, thereby making 
it possible to freely control the ejection of the ink filled in 
the ink pressure chamber. 

[01 21 ] Although in FIGS. 1 to 3, the thickness of the 
ink pressure chamber is the same as that of the pres- 
sure buffer chamber, it is sufficient that the pressure 
buffer chamber has a space enough to allow the parti- 
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tion wall serving as the driving portion to be flexed. 
Therefore, the thickness of the pressure buffer chamber 
is reduced to narrow an arranging interval of the ink 
pressure chambers, so as to increase the nozzle 
arranging density. 5 
[0122] The opening of the ink pressure chamber is 
formed in the same size as the diameter of an ejection 
hole in the case where no nozzle plate is welded, while 
an opening having a size larger than at least the diame- 
ter of the nozzle is needed in the case where a nozzle 10 
plate is welded. 

[0123] Furthermore, in consideration of positional 
deviation generated in welding the nozzle plate or an 
overflow of an adhesive, it is preferable that an opening 
should have the thickness of about triple or more the is 
nozzle diameter in the case where the diameter of the 
ejection nozzle ranges from about 20 pm to 30 urn. 

(Second Embodiment) 

so 

[0124] As shown in FIG. 4, an ink-jet recording 
head in a second embodiment comprises a piezoelec- 
tric block 1 2 including a first ink pressure chamber 3a, a 
first partition wall 4a serving as a driving portion having 
electrodes 7a, a pressure buffer chamber 5, a second 25 
partition wall 4b serving as a driving portion having 
electrodes 7b, a second ink pressure chamber 3b. and 
a fixed wall 6, all of which are arranged in the same 
direction. 

[0125] The piezoelectric block having this configu- 30 
ration is referred to as a piezoelectric block (B). The ink- 
jet recording head is configured in the same manner as 
the first embodiment except the use of the piezoelectric 
block (B). In the case of the piezoelectric block (B), the 
pressure buffer chamber 5 is used commonly by the first 35 
and second ink pressure chambers 3a and 3b. The pie- 
zoelectric block (B) is symmetric with respect to the 
center of the pressure buffer chamber. 
[0126] In the present embodiment, as shown in 
FIG. 4, in the case where the nozzles communicating 40 
with the ink pressure chambers are arranged at equal 
pitches P, a thick fixed wall 6 can be interposed between 
the second ink pressure chamber 3b in the most left 
side piezoelectric block 12 and the first ink pressure 
chamber 3a in the central piezoelectric block 12, 45 
thereby enhancing the rigidity of the ink-jet recording 
head and enhancing reliability. 

[0127] During the fabricating processes, the 
strength of the ink-jet recording head becomes high so 
as to facilitate handling and enhance yield. Moreover, in so 
the case where the nozzles communicating with the ink 
pressure chambers are not aligned at equal pitches, the 
nozzle aligning density can be further increased. 
[0128] For xample, if the thicknesses of the ink 
pressure chamber, the partition wall serving as the driv- 55 
ing portion and the pressure buffer chamber are set to 
80 ^m, 60 nm and 80 jim, respectively, the interval of 
the nozzles communicating with the ink pressure cham- 



bers is 280 jam in the arranging direction of the ink pres- 
sure chamber and the pressure buffer chamber,. so that 
the thickness of the fixed wall is 200 urn. 
[0129] If in the ink-jet recording head fabricated in 
the first embodiment, the thicknesses of the ink pres- 
sure chamber, the partition wall serving as the driving 
portion and the pressure buffer chamber and the inter- 
val of the nozzles are set the same as described above, 
the thickness of the fixed wall becomes 60 urn 
[0130] Furthermore, when a hollow portion is 
formed on the fixed wall, as shown in FIG. 5, the pres- 
sure energy generated on the partition wall serving as 
the driving portion is propagated to the fixed wall 
through the ink although the strength of the fixed wall is 
weakened slightly, so that distortion generated inside 
the fixed wall can be alleviated even if such distortion is 
generated on the fixed wall, whereby the fixed wall is 
hardly broken. Moreover, if the fixed wall is made of 
ceramic powder kneaded with a resin, the resin can be 
easily removed, thereby shortening a time required for 
fabrication. Additionally, it is possible to prevent any 
generation of an unexpected nest or a crack inside the 
fixed wall so as to enhance yield, thus reducing a fabri- 
cating cost of the ink-jet recording head. 

(Third Embodiment) 

[0131] As shown in FIG. 6, an ink-jet recording 
head in a third embodiment according to the present 
invention is configured in the same manner as the first 
embodiment except that piezoelectric blocks 2 and 
other piezoelectric blocks 12 are combined with each 
other, wherein the piezoelectric block 2 includes an ink 
pressure chamber 3, a partition wall 4 serving as a driv- 
ing portion having electrodes 7, a pressure buffer cham- 
ber 5, and a fixed wall 6, all of which are laminated in the 
same direction and the piezoelectric block 12 includes a 
first ink pressure chamber 3a, a first driving portion 4a 
having electrodes 7a, a pressure buffer chamber 5, a 
second driving portion 4b having electrodes 7b, a sec- 
ond ink pressure chamber 3b, and a fixed wall 6, all of 
which are laminated in the same direction. 
[0132] The piezoelectric blocks 2 and 12 are 
arranged in the thickness direction with fixed walls 6 
held therebetween. The effect produced in the present 
embodiment is the same as those described in the first 
and second embodiments. 

(Fourth Embodiment) 

[01 33] An ink-jet recording head in a fourth embod- 
iment according to the present invention is configured in 
the same manner as the first embodiment except that 
another piezoelectric block 22 having three electrod s 
is fabricated in the partition wall 4 serving as the driving 
portions in the piezoelectric block 2 in the first embodi- 
ment. As shown in FIG. 7, the three electrodes 27a, 27b 
and 27c are disposed in the partition wail serving as the 
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driving portions. The electrode 27b is grounded or is 
used as a driving electrode, and the electrodes 27a and 
27c holding the electrode 27b therebetween have a 
polarity opposite to that of the electrode 27b. A voltage 
is applied between the electrodes in such a manner that 
the driving portions 24a and 24b are deformed in the 
same direction. 

[0134] When the polarizing directions of the driving 
portions 24a and 24b are set opposite to each other to 
contract the driving portions 24a and 24b together, the 
partition wall 4 serving as the driving portions is flexed 

* toward an ink pressure chamber 3 to compress the ink 
pressure chamber 3 since a restricting portion 24c is not 

, deformed. 

[0135] In the present embodiment, since the dis- 
tance between the electrodes becomes about 1/2 in 
comparison with that in the first embodiment, the 
strength of the electric field becomes twice with applica- 
tion of the same voltage, so that the driving voltage for 
obtaining the deformation required for the ink ejection 
becomes about 1/2. 

[0136] Although as shown in FIG. 7, all of the three 
electrodes are disposed only rightward of the center of 
the partition wall serving as the driving portions, the 
electrode 27a may be disposed anywhere except the 
surface exposed to the ink pressure chamber as long as 
the electrode 27c is exposed to a pressure buffer cham- 
ber of the partition wall serving as the driving portions 
and the electrode 27b is interposed between the elec- 
trodes 27a and 27c. The same effect can be produced 
even if the electrodes 27a, 27b and 27c are disposed at 
positions other than those shown in FIG. 7. 

(Fifth Embodiment) 

[0137] An ink-jet recording head in a fifth embodi- 
ment according to the present invention is configured in 
the same manner as the first embodiment except that 
electrodes are disposed at the surface of a partition wall 
serving as driving portions exposed to an ink pressure 
chamber, at the inside of the partition wall serving as the 
driving portions and at the surface of the partition wall 
serving as the driving portions exposed to a pressure 
buffer chamber. 

[0138] As shown in FIG. 8, the electrode 37a is dis- 
posed at the surface of the partition wall 4 serving as 
the driving portions exposed to the pressure chamber 3; 
the electrode 37c is disposed at the surface of the parti- 
tion wall 4 serving as the driving portions exposed to the 
pressure buffer chamber; and the electrode 37b is inter- 
posed between the electrodes 37a and 37c. 
[0139] A voltage is applied between the electrodes 
in such a manner that a driving portion 34a held 
between the er ctrodes 37a and 37b is expanded while 
another driving portion 34b held between the electrodes 
37b and 37c is contracted, thereby flexing the partition 
wall 4 serving as the driving portions so as to compress 
the ink pressure chamber 3. 



[0140] With this arrangement, it is possible to 
increase the flexure of the partition wall 4 serving as the 
driving portions so as to further cause a volumetric 
change of the ink pressure chamber 3. At this moment, 

5 if the electrodes 37a and 37c function as grounding 
electrodes and the electrode 37b functions as a driving 
electrode, no current flows in the ink filled into the ink 
pressure chamber 3, thereby suppressing deterioration 
of the ink and generating deposit from the ink due to an 

w electrochemical reaction so as to prevent any clogging 
in the nozzle. 

[0141] In the structure in which the electrodes are 
arranged as shown in FIG. 8, the ink ejection can be 
controlled by expanding or contracting the driving por- 
ts tions 34a and 34b at the same time. In the case where 
the driving portions 34a and 34b are expanded at the 
same time, an expansion of the driving portion 34a is 
made more than that of the driving portion 34b, so that 
the partition wall serving as the driving portions is flexed 
20 toward the ink pressure chamber, thereby ejecting the 
ink. 

[01 42] To the contrary, in the case where the driving 
portions are contracted at the same time, a contraction 
of the driving portion 34a is made less than that of the 
25 driving portion 34b, so that the partition wall serving as 
the driving portions is flexed toward the ink pressure 
chamber. 

[01 43] In this way, in order to make the expansion or 
contraction of the driving portions partitioned by the 

30 electrode different, it is sufficient to make different the 
driving voltage to be applied between the electrodes 
disposed on the partition wall serving as the driving por- 
tions and the strength of the electric field determined 
based on the distance between the electrodes. 

35 [0144] Specifically, for example, in the case where 
the driving portions 34a and 34b are expanded at the 
same time, the polarity of the applied voltage and the 
polarizing direction are set appropriately, and the 
strength of the electric field applied between the elec- 

40 trodes 37a and 37b at both ends of the driving portion 
34a is set smaller than the strength of the electric field 
applied between the electrodes 37b and 37c at both 
ends of the driving portion 34b. 

[0145] Also in the case where the driving portions 
45 are contracted at the same time, the ink can be ejected 
in the same manner as described above. 

(Sixth Embodiment) 

so [0146] An ink-jet recording head in a sixth embodi- 
ment according to the present invention is configured in 
the same manner as the fifth embodiment except that 
five electrodes are disposed at a partition wall serving 
as driving portions to fabricate a piezoelectric block 42. 

55 As shown in FIG. 9, five electrodes 47a to 47e are dis- 
posed in the partition wall 4 serving as the driving por- 
tions. 

[0147] In the same manner as in the fifth embodi- 
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ment, a voltage is applied between the electrodes to 
expand or contract driving portions 44a to 44d in such a 
manner that the partition wall serving as the driving por- 
tions is flexed to cause a volumetric change in the ink 
pressure chamber 3. Here, some of the driving portions 
may not be deformed. 

[0148] in this way, the plurality of electrodes are dis- 
posed at the partition wall serving as the driving por- 
tions, thus achieving the driving at a low voltage. 
[0149] The same effect can be produced also when 
the present embodiment is applied to the electrode at 
the driving portion in the ink-jet recording head in which 
no electrode is exposed to the ink pressure chamber. 

(Seventh Embodiment) 

[0150] An ink-jet recording head in a seventh 
embodiment according to the present invention is con- 
figured in the same manner as the first embodiment 
except that an electrode on a partition wall serving as a 
driving portion is disposed by distances L1 and L2 apart 
from an ink pressure chamber and a pressure buffer 
chamber inside the partition wall serving as the driving 
portion. As shown in FIG. 10, an electrode 7a nearer the 
ink pressure chamber 3 is positioned at the distance L1 
apart from the ink pressure chamber; another electrode 
7b nearer the pressure buffer chamber is positioned at 
the distance L2 apart from the ink buffer chamber. With 
this arrangement, the electrodes cannot be exposed 
outside the ink pressure chamber or the ink buffer 
chamber but stay inside the ceramics, which can pre- 
vent any peeling of the electrode or functions as a cover 
for the ink, thereby enhancing the reliability of the ink-jet 
recording head. 

[0151] In this case, since the distances L1 and L2 
are different from each other, it is possible to uniquely 
set the flexing direction of the partition wall 4 serving as 
the driving portion, thereby freely stopping the ink ejec- 
tion. In particular, if L1 > L2, the distance from the ink 
pressure chamber to the electrode becomes long, so 
that an electrochemical reaction is hardly caused by the 
interaction between the electrode and the ink. Conse- 
quently, it is possible to enhance the reliability of the ink- 
jet recording head without any deterioration of the elec- 
trode or the ink. 

(Eighth Embodiment) 

[0152] An ink-jet recording head in a eighth embod- 
iment according to the present invention is configured in 
the same manner as the first embodiment except that 
the width of an electrode is smaller than those of an ink 
pressure chamber and a pressure buffer chamber. As 
shown in FIG. 11. the width of each of the electrodes 
57a and 57b is less than those of the ink pressure 
chamber 3 and the pressure buffer chamber 5. 
[0153] With this arrangement, a portion which is 
deformed with application of a voltage is narrower than 



the ink pressure chamber and th pressure buffer 
chamber. Since a root of a beam is not largely moved or 
deformed but fixed when a partition wall 4 serving as a 
driving portion is flexed, the deformation of a driving 
5 portion 54a is efficiently converted into a flexure of the 
partition wall 4 serving as the driving portion, thereby 
making a volumetric change in the ink pressure cham- 
ber 3 so as to efficiently eject the ink at a low voltage. 

io (Ninth Embodiment) 

[01 54] An ink-jet recording head in an ninth embod- 
iment according to the present invention is configured in 
the same manner as the first embodiment except that 

is the width of one of electrodes facing each other is 
greater than the width of the other electrode. As shown 
in FIG. 12, the electrodes 67a and 67b are disposed at 
a partition wall 4 serving as a driving portion. 
[0155] The width of the electrode 67a is greater 

20 than those of the ink pressure chamber 3 and the pres- 
sure buffer chamber 5; in the mean while, the width of 
the electrode 67b is smaller than those of the ink pres- 
sure chamber 3 and the pressure buffer chamber 5. 
[01 56] With this arrangement, since there exist por- 

25 tions where are fixed without any application of an elec- 
tric field on both sides in a width direction in the case 
where the partition wall 4 serving as the driving portion 
is flexed as a beam, ink can be efficiently ejected at a 
low voltage for the same reason as that in the eighth 

30 embodiment. 

[0157] Furthermore, the electrode 67a long in the 
width direction functions as a strut for the partition wall 
serving as the driving portion, thereby enhancing the 
strength of the partition wall serving as the driving por- 

35 tion and ensuring high reliability. 

[01 58] Moreover, since the width of the driving por- 
tion 64a, to which a voltage is applied, is not changed 
even if the positions of the electrodes 67a and 67b are 
slightly deviated in the width direction within the range 

40 where the ink pressure chamber and the pressure buffer 
chamber face with an error in view of fabrication, a flex- 
ure of the partition wall serving as the driving portion 
becomes constant, thereby making a quantity of ink to 
be ejected from each nozzle uniform. 

45 [0159] In the case where a plurality of electrodes 
are disposed at the partition wall serving as driving por- 
tions, the width of one of the adjacent electrodes is 
made smaller while the width of the other electrode is 
made greater, thereby producing the same effect. 

so [0160] With respect to the depth direction on the 
drawing sheet of FIG. 12, i.e., the length direction, one 
of the pair of electrodes is made longer while the other 
electrode is made shorter, so that the fabricating error is 
absorbed in the same manner, and therefore, the length 

55 of a portion to which an electric field is applied is made 
constant, thereby producing the effect of uniform ink 
ejection. 
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(Tenth Embodiment) 

[0161] An ink-jet recording head in a tenth embodi- 
ment according to the present invention is configured in 
the same manner as the first embodiment except that 
the width and thickness of one of electrodes facing each 
other are greater than those of the other electrode. As 
shown in FIG. 13(a), the electrodes 77a and 77b are 
disposed on a partition wall 4 serving as a driving por- 
tion. The width and thickness of the electrode 77a is 
greater than those of the electrode 77b. 
- [0162] With this arrangement, since the wider and 
thicker electrode 77a functions as a strut for the partition 
wall 4 serving as the driving portion which is likely to be 
deteriorated due to its thinness and repeated deforma- 
tion, the strength of the partition wall 4 serving as the 
driving portion can be enhanced. Therefore, the 
strength of the ink-jet recording head can be enhanced. 
[01 63] The same effect can be produced even if the 
width and length of the electrodes 77a and 77b are in 
the relationship reverse to that shown in FIG. 13(a). As 
shown in FIG. 13(b), in the structure in which three elec- 
trodes 77c, 77d and 77e are disposed on the partition 
wall 4 serving as the driving portions, the width and 
thickness of one of each of the pairs of electrodes, i.e.. 
the electrodes 77c and 77e are made greater than 
those of the electrode 77d, thereby enhancing the 
strength of the partition wall 4 serving as the driving por- 
tions. 

[0164] Here, in FIG. 13(b), the same effect can be 
produced even if the relationship between the elec- 
trodes 77c and 77e and the electrode 77d is reverse to 
that described above. 

[01 65] The strength of the partition wall 4 serving as 
the driving portion can be increased by thickening a 
longer one out of the pair of electrodes in a depth direc- 
tion on the drawing sheet of FIG. 13, i.e., a length direc- 
tion. 

(Eleventh Embodiment) 

[0166] An ink-jet recording head in a eleventh 
embodiment according to the present invention is con- 
figured in the same manner as the first embodiment 
except that the width of an ink pressure chamber is dif- 
ferent from that of a pressure buffer chamber. As shown 
in FIG. 14(a). the width of the pressure buffer chamber 
5 is greater than that of the ink pressure chamber 3. 
[0167] With this arrangement, even if the positions 
of the ink pressure chamber 3 and the pressure buffer 
chamber 5 are deviated within the width range of the 
pressure buffer chamber 5 due to a fabricating error, the 
width of a portion flexed as a beam of a partition wall 4 
serving as a driving portion is not changed. 
[01 68] Consequently, a flexure of each of the plural- 
ity of partition walls serving as the driving portions 
becomes constant all the time, so that a quantify of ink 
to be ejected from each of nozzles becomes uniform. 



The same effect can be produced also in the case 
where the ink pressure chamber 3 is longer than the 
pressure buffer chamber 5, as shown in FIG. 14(b). 

5 (Twelfth Embodiment) 

[01 69] An ink-jet recording head in a twelfth embod- 
iment according to the present invention is configured in 
the same manner as the first embodiment except that 

io an opening surface of a pressure buffer chamber is not 
exposed to an opening surface of an ink pressure cham- 
ber. As shown in FIG. 15, the pressure buffer chamber 
cannot be opened toward an ink introducing portion and 
a nozzle, thereby preventing any contamination caused 

15 by suction of ink or the like ejected from the nozzle. 
[01 70] In the case where a nozzle plate is welded to 
the opening surface of the ink pressure chamber, it is 
possible to provide the large welded surface between 
the nozzles and the body since there is no opening of 

20 the pressure buffer chamber on the same plane, 
thereby securing the welding work with ease. Further- 
more, it is possible to enhance the ejection reliability 
without any suction of the ink leaked from the nozzle by 
the pressure buffer chamber. (Thirteenth Embodiment) 

25 [0171] An ink-jet recording head in a thirteenth 
embodiment according to the present invention is con- 
figured by arranging m, i.e., two of the ink-jet recording 
heads fabricated in the first embodiment in a width 
direction. FIGS. 16(a) and 16(b) are views showing the 

30 obtained ink-jet recording head, as viewed from a noz- 
zle. FIG. 16(b) is an enlarged view showing essential 
parts of FIG. 16(a). Here, the thickness direction shown 
in FIG. 16 is assumed to be the same as a direction in 
which the ink-jet recording head in an ink-jet printer is 

35 moved. The n-th nozzle from the left in an upper array in 
the ink-jet recording head shown in FIG. 16 is defined 
as the nozzle 8n, and a nozzle nearest the nozzle 8n out 
of the nozzles in a lower array in the thickness direction 
is defined as the nozzle 8s. 

40 [0172] The interval between the nozzles in both of 
the upper and lower arrays is a constant value R A devi- 
ation (X) in the nozzle aligning direction between the n- 
th nozzle 8n from the left in the upper array and the s-th 
nozzle from the left in the second array becomes, for 

45 example, X = 1/3 • P . The distance between the upper 
nozzle array and the lower nozzle array becomes, for 
example, 6X. 

[0173] With this arrangement, it is possible to effi- 
ciently align the nozzles, so as to provide the ink-jet 

so recording head excellent in resolution. Furthermore, it is 
possible to make constant the moving step or speed of 
an object to be printed (for example, a sheet of paper) in 
the ink-jet printer, to simplify the scanning mechanism 
for the ink-jet printer so as to enhance the reliability of 

55 the ink-jet printer, and to reduce the cost. 

[0174] The same effect can be produced in the ink- 
jet recording heads in which the piezoelectric blocks 12 
fabricated in the second embodiment are arranged and 
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the piezoelectric blocks 2 and 12 fabricated in the third 
embodiment are arranged in combination. 
[0175] Although in the present embodiments the 
width direction of the piezoelectric block and the nozzle 
aligning direction are the same as each other, the same 5 
effects such as the image formation of high quality, the 
reliability and the low cost can be produced even if the 
directions are different from each other. In the case 
where the nozzle alignment and the arrangement of the 
piezoelectric blocks are deviated from each other with w 
an appropriate angle, the nozzle pitch and the arrange- 
ment pitch of the pressure chambers can be absorbed 
so as to enhance the fabricating yield of the ink-jet 
recording head. 

15 

Claims 

1. An ink-jet recording head comprising at least one 
piezoelectric block (A) having an ink pressure 
chamber communicating with a nozzle for ejecting 20 
ink to be supplied from an ink introducing portion, a 
partition wall serving as a driving portion including a 
piezoelectric element and at least two electrodes 

for driving said piezoelectric element, a pressure 
buffer chamber, and a fixed wall, 25 
wherein piezoelectric block (A) is configured such 
that said ink pressure chamber, said partition wall 
serving as the driving portion and said pressure 
buffer chamber are arranged in this order in the 
same direction, and 30 
said fixed wall is disposed adjacent to said ink pres- 
sure chamber and/or said pressure buffer chamber 
in reference to said the same direction. 

2. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in claim 1, 35 
wherein said fixed wail is disposed adjacent to at 
least said ink pressure chamber in reference to said 
the same direction. 



at least one piezoelectric block (A) having an 
ink pressure chamber (A) communicating with 
a nozzle (A) for ejecting ink to be supplied from 
an ink introducing portion, a partition wall (A) 
serving as a driving portion including a piezoe- 
lectric element (A) and at least two electrodes 
(A) for driving said piezoelectric element (A), a 
pressure buffer chamber (A), and a fixed wall 

(A) ; and 

at least one piezoelectric block (B) having ink 
pressure chambers (B) communicating with 
nozzles (B) for ejecting ink to be supplied from 
an ink introducing portion, partition walls (B) 
serving as driving portions including piezoelec- 
tric elements (B) and at least two electrodes (B) 
for driving said piezoelectric elements (B), a 
pressure buffer chamber (B), and fixed walls 

(B) . 

wherein said piezoelectric block (A) is config- 
ured such that said ink pressure chamber (A), 
said partition wall (A) serving as the driving 
portion and said pressure buffer chamber (A) 
are arranged in this order in the same direction, 
said fixed wall (A) is disposed adjacent to said 
ink pressure chamber (A) and/or said pressure 
buffer chamber (A) in reference to said the 
same direction. 

said piezoelectric block (B) is configured such 
that a first ink pressure chamber (B), a first par- 
tition wall (B) serving as a driving portion, said 
pressure buffer chamber (B), a second partition 
wall (B) serving as a driving portion, and a sec- 
ond ink pressure chamber (B) are arranged in 
the same direction, and 
said fixed walls (B) is disposed adjacent to said 
first ink pressure chamber (B) and said second 
ink pressure chamber (B) in reference to said 
the same direction. 
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3. An ink-jet recording head comprising at least one 40 
piezoelectric block (B) having an ink pressure 
chamber communicating with nozzles for ejecting 

ink to be supplied from an ink introducing portion, 
partition walls serving as driving portions including 
piezoelectric elements and at least two electrodes 45 
for driving said piezoelectric elements, a pressure 
buffer chamber, and fixed walls, 
wherein said piezoelectric block (B) is configured 
such that a first ink pressure chamber, a first parti- 
tion wall serving as a driving portion, said pressure so 
buffer chamber, a second partition wall serving as a 
driving portion, and a second ink pressure chamber 
are arranged in the same direction, 
said fixed walls being disposed adjacent to said first 
ink pressure chamber and said second ink pressure 55 
chamber in reference to said the same direction. 

4. An ink-jet recording head comprising: 



5. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in any one of 
claims 1 to 4, wherein said piezoelectric blocks (A) 
and (B) are block moldings molded integrally by 
baking powder including a piezoelectric material. 

6. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in claim 5, 
wherein said block molding is molded by baking a 
lamination obtained by laminating sheets made of 
the powder and a binder. 

7. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in any one of 
claims 1 to 6, wherein said piezoelectric blocks (A) 
and/or (B) are repeatedly arranged in the same 
direction as the arranging direction of said ink pres- 
sure chamber and said pressure buffer chamber, or 
in a direction perpendicular to the arranging direc- 
tion of said ink pressure chamber and said pressure 
buffer chamber. 
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8. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in any one of 
claims 1 to 6, wherein said piezoelectric blocks (A) 
and/or (B) are repeatedly arranged in the same 
direction as the arranging direction of said ink pres- 
sure chamber and said pressure buffer chamber, 5 
and in a direction perpendicular to the arranging 
direction of said ink pressure chamber and said 
pressure buffer chamber. 

9. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in any one of 10 
claims 1 to 8, wherein at least two of said piezoelec- 
tric blocks (A) and/or (B) are integrated with each 
other by baking. 

' 1 0. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in claims 7 or 15 
8, wherein at least two of said piezoelectric blocks 
(A) and/or (B) are welded to each other via an 
adhesive. 

1 1 . The ink-jet recording head as set forth in claims 7 or 20 
8, wherein said piezoelectric blocks (A) and/or (B) 

are arranged on a predetermined base member 
without being welded to each other. 

1 2. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in claims 7 or 25 
8, wherein a piezoelectric block assembly com- 
posed of at least two of said piezoelectric blocks (A) 
and/or (B) integrated with each other by baking is 
welded to another assembly composed of at least 
two of said piezoelectric blocks (A) and/or (B) inte- 30 
grated with each other by baking or to said piezoe- 
lectric blocks (A) and/or (B) via an adhesive. 

1 3. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in claims 7 or 

8, wherein an assembly composed of at least two of 35 
said piezoelectric blocks (A) and/or (B) integrated 
each other by baking is arranged on a predeter- 
mined base member without being welded to 
another assembly composed of at least two of said 
piezoelectric blocks (A) and/or (B) integrated with 40 
each other by baking or to said piezoelectric blocks 
(A) and/or (B). 

14. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in any one of 
claims 1 to 4, wherein the length of said fixed wall in 45 
the same direction as the arranging direction of said 

ink pressure chamber and said pressure buffer 
chamber is greater than that of said partition wall 
serving as the driving portion in the same direction 
as the arranging direction. so 

1 5. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in any one of 
claims 1 to 4, wherein said fixed wall includes a por- 
tion firmer than said partition wall serving as the 
driving portion. 55 

1 6. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in any one of 
claims 1 to 4, wherein said fixed wall includes a hol- 



low portion. 

17. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in any one of 
claims 1 to 16, wherein said pressure buffer cham- 
ber is closed on a side on which said nozzle com- 
municating with said ink pressure chamber is 
opened. 

18. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in any one of 
claims 1 to 17, wherein said pressure buffer cham- 
ber communicates with an air inlet/outlet path con- 
nected to the outside. 

19. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in any one of 
claims 1 to 18, wherein said electrode has a mesh- 
like structure. 

20. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in any one of 
claims 1 to 19, wherein the number of said elec- 
trodes are two. 

21. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in claim 20, 
wherein one of said electrodes is exposed to said 
ink pressure chamber or said pressure buffer cham- 
ber. 

22. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in claim 21 , 
wherein one of said electrodes is exposed to said 
pressure buffer chamber. 

23. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in claim 20, 
wherein both of said electrodes are exposed to said 
ink pressure chamber and said pressure buffer 
chamber. 

24. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in claim 20, 
wherein both of said electrodes are embedded 
inside said partition wall serving as the driving por- 
tion. 

25. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in claim 24, 
wherein one o< said electrodes is disposed apart 
from said ink pressure chamber with a predeter- 
mined distance (L1), and the other electrode is dis- 
posed apart from said pressure buffer chamber with 
a predetermined distance (L2), 

the distances (L1) and (L2) satisfying the relation- 
ship of L1 * L2. 

26. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in claim 24, 
wherein one of said electrodes is disposed apart 
from said ink pressure chamber with a predeter- 
mined distance (L1), and the other electrode is dis- 
posed apart from said pressure buffer chamber with 
a predetermined distance (L2), 

the distances (L1) and (L2) satisfying the relation- 
ship of LI > 1_2. 
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27. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in any one of 
claims 20 to 26, wherein one or more electrodes 
are further interposed between said two electrodes. 



said nozzles are aligned without any overlap- 
ping in the direction perpendicular to the mov- 
ing direction, and 



28. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in claim 21 or 5 
23, wherein said electrode disposed at the surface 
exposed to said ink pressure chamber of said parti- 
tion wall serving as the driving portion is grounded. 

29. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in any one of 10 
claims 1 to 28, wherein a portion at which said elec- 

~ trodes disposed at said partition wail serving as the 
driving portion face each other is included in a por- 
tion at which said ink pressure chamber and said 
pressure buffer chamber face each other. is 

30. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in claim 29, 
wherein the length of one of said electrodes in a 
direction perpendicular to the arranging direction of 
said ink pressure chamber and said pressure buffer 20 
chamber is different from the length of the other 
electrode adjacent to said above electrode in the 
same direction as the above direction. 

31. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in claim 30, 25 
wherein one of said electrodes is included in a por- 
tion at which said ink pressure chamber and said 
pressure buffer chamber face each other, and the 
other electrode adjacent to said above electrode 
divides the portion at which said ink pressure 30 
chamber and said pressure buffer chamber face 
each other. 



P/m 

wherein X represents a deviation between said 
nozzles nearest each other out of said nozzles 
in reference to the moving direction and P rep- 
resents a distance between said nozzles 
belonging to said same nozzle alignment. 

36. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in claim 35, 
wherein the distance between said adjacent nozzle 
alignments in the direction perpendicular to the 
moving direction is a multiple of X. 

37. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in claim 35, 
wherein the moving direction accords with the 
arranging direction of said ink pressure chamber 
and said pressure buffer chamber. 

38. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in claim 35, 
wherein the moving direction does not accord with 
the arranging direction of said ink pressure cham- 
ber and said pressure buffer chamber. 



32. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in claim 31 , 
wherein said adjacent electrode for dividing is 35 
thicker than said included electrode. 

33. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in any one of 
claims 1 to 32, wherein the length of said ink pres- 
sure chamber in a direction perpendicular to the 40 
arranging direction is different from the length of 
said pressure buffer chamber in the same direction 

as the above direction. 



34. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in any one of 45 
claims 1 to 33, wherein the distance between said 
nozzles communicating with said ink pressure 
chambers of said piezoelectric blocks (A) and/or (B) 

is constant in the same direction. 

so 

35. The ink-jet recording head as set forth in claim 8, 
wherein m nozzle alignments, in which said nozzles 
communicating with said ink pressure chambers 
are aligned in the arbitrary number in the same 
direction as the moving direction of said ink-jet 55 
recording head in an ink-jet printer, are arranged in 

a direction perpendicular to the moving direction, 
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